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You are advised to spend 60 minutes answering the questions in this booklet.

Background
Over time, people have developed many world views that have influenced the way people relate to and 
understand the environment. These world views have had consequences for a sustainable future by 
influencing people’s beliefs, values, attitudes, practices, and activities. 

Below are examples of world views that have influenced attitudes toward the natural world.

Religions
Judaeo-Christian•	
Islam•	
Hinduism•	
Buddhism•	
Jainism•	

Indigenous traditions
Māori•	
Native american•	
aboriginal Dreamtime•	

Scientific world views
Western Scientific•	
The Gaia Hypothesis•	

Philosophies
Marxism•	
Capitalism•	
Deep Ecology•	
The land Ethic•	

a sustainable future requires the development of ways of thinking and acting to meet the needs of the 
present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

The four aspects of sustainability are:
environmental or ecological•	
social•	
cultural•	
economic.•	

Keep these useful concepts in mind when answering the questions in this booklet:
biodiversity•	
personal and social responsibility•	
interdependence•	
future generations•	
values and beliefs•	
kaitiakitanga•	
equity. •	

General instructions

Before attempting the questions:
read through the resource material in the Resource Booklet•	
read all THREE questions in this booklet.•	

The Resource Booklet includes abstracts concerning a selection of the world views listed below. You 
may refer to these abstracts when answering the questions in this booklet.
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PLANNING PAGE – THIS PAGE WILL NOT BE ASSESSED 

Select TWO world views from the list on page 2 and / or from your own studies. Use this page to help you 
sort your ideas or to jot down notes about points you want to make when answering the questions in this 
booklet.
 

Selected world views

Description of world view 1 Description of world view 2

Practices, activities, and behaviours influenced by world view

Consequences for a sustainable future (can be explored from a positive and / or negative perspective)
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of the 
planning 
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has noted 
the four 
aspects of 
sustain-
ability they 
will cover 
during the 
essay.



QUESTION ONE

Identify and discuss TWO world views. You may select one or two world views from the Resource 
Booklet or use other world views that you have studied this year. You MUST use information and 
examples from your own studies to support your answer.

World view (1): 

World view (2): 
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The answers indicate that the candidate has an 
understanding of world views that goes beyond the 
descriptive. They understand the connection between 
western scientific and Judaeo-Christian beliefs and have 
shown some insight by labelling the indigenous “collective”.



QUESTION TWO

For each of your selected world views, describe behaviours, practices, and / or activities, from now 
or from the past, that have been influenced by that world view. Then, discuss these in relation to 
sustainability.
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The discussion of the behaviours and practices identified 
for each world view are straightforward and tend toward the 
“black and white”. The western scientific is more focussed on 
the capitalist processes rather than on the nature of western 
scientific thought. There are, however, some clear arguments 
in relation to sustainability outcomes.



QUESTION THREE

“Our species is overshooting the capacity of its planetary home to support it in the long 
run … We have utterly changed our world; now we’ll have to see if we can change our 
ways.”
 
Paul and Anne Ehrlich, One with Nineveh (Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 2005), p 287.

Referring to the quote above, discuss the consequences for a sustainable future if each of the 
world views you identified in Question One were to be most influential.

In your discussion of consequences, refer to:
relevant aspects of sustainability•	
and relevant useful concepts•	

as listed on page 2 of this booklet.
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In this final section the candidate has used a formal essay structure as they argue for 
the beneficial effects of an indigenous world view as opposed to the western scientific. 
There are references made during the essay to examples of unsustainable activities or 
environmental threats, but they are mainly general. More specific examples or case studies 
would be good to see.

The candidate has woven references to, and discussion of, aspects and concepts of 
sustainability throughout the essay. There is some tendency toward the essay becoming 
a polemic; it is clear the candidate feels strongly about the topic and this is acceptable 
as long as the discussion references illustrative examples studied during their learning 
programme.
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QUESTION ONE

Identify and discuss TWO world views. You may select one or two world views from the Resource 
Booklet or use other world views that you have studied this year. You MUST use information and 
examples from your own studies to support your answer.

World view (1): 

World view (2): 
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QUESTION TWO

For each of your selected world views, describe behaviours, practices, and / or activities, from now 
or from the past, that have been influenced by that world view. Then, discuss these in relation to 
sustainability.
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QUESTION THREE

“Our species is overshooting the capacity of its planetary home to support it in the long 
run … We have utterly changed our world; now we’ll have to see if we can change our 
ways.”
 
Paul and Anne Ehrlich, One with Nineveh (Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 2005), p 287.

Referring to the quote above, discuss the consequences for a sustainable future if each of the 
world views you identified in Question One were to be most influential.

In your discussion of consequences, refer to:
relevant aspects of sustainability•	
and relevant useful concepts•	

as listed on page 2 of this booklet.

6

Education for Sustainability 90812, 2008

assessor’s
use only

Co

L

J

SF

R



7

Education for Sustainability 90812, 2008

assessor’s
use only

Op

SE

L

L

Op

J

L

E
Achievement Summary: 

Question Three – Excellence
The candidate shows a sound level of understanding of the relationship between capitalism and 
resource use globally. The two world views are compared and discussed in terms of sustainability 
with a clear argument being made for our society to modify its capitalist drive by including some 
indigenous perspectives. Generally thoughtfully written with obvious passion.
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Question Two – Merit  
The comparing and contrasting of the two world views has been done effectively. The answers 
would have been enhanced by actual examples or case studies of each; rather too generalised in 
this present form.
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